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PREFACE

HE low hill called Mount Pleasant lies across a ridge on the eastern edge of Dorchester

in West Stafford parish. Distinguished by a copse of trees crowning a barrow on the
western bank of the enclosure which surrounds its summit, the original earthworks have for
the most part been spread and flattened by centuries of ploughing. Sufficient of the bank
remains, however, for the site to have been classified as a possible henge enclosure on the
basis of a barely surviving segment of the earthwork, which indicated that the ditch was
sited within the bank. The enclosure was scheduled as an ancient monument in 1960 and in
the Inventory of Historical Monuments in the County of Dorset was recommended for
preservation ‘both because of the increasing rarity of such monuments and because the
extent and impressiveness of the surface remains are not alone indicative of archaeological
importance. This last can be revealed only by excavation’.! This recommendation had
been reinforced by rescue excavations between 1967 and 1970 at comparable sites in Wessex.
In 1967 a new road route through the Durrington Walls enclosure near Amesbury in
Wiltshire had necessitated rescue excavations which revealed the post-holes of two circular
buildings. The larger of these had its roof supported on concentric rings of posts, both were
associated with pottery of the Grooved Ware ceramic tradition and were dated by radio-
carbon to the century around 2000 bc.?2 Similar ceramic associations and radiocarbon dates
were obtained for the surrounding earthwork, which is distinguished by its large size (480 X
470 m.). The foundations of similar buildings had previously been recorded at Woodhenge
Wilts.,? and the Sanctuary on Overton Hill,* but were not related to the large earthworks of
the Durrington type. Following the 1967 excavations, a survey was made of enclosures similar
to that at Durrington. They were not numerous and occurred at Marden in the Vale of
Pewsey, Avebury—a site famous on account of its stone circles and avenue—and Mount
Pleasant near Dorchester. A fifth enclosure at Waulud’s Bank near Leagrave in Bedfordshire
can probably be placed in the same category. Both the Marden and Mount Pleasant en-
closures were in arable cultivation and it was considered that if post-holes of similar struc-
tures occurred within them, such remains were in danger of destruction by plough erosion.
Excavations were therefore carried out at Marden in 1969.5 The north entrance into the
enclosure was investigated and a small timber structure recorded within that entrance in the
same relative position as the large building at Durrington Walls. The earthwork was
associated with pottery of the Grooved Ware ceramic tradition and produced a radiocarbon
date approximating to 2000 bc. As a result of this excavation the entire enclosure has now
been put down to grass. In order to complete the excavation programme, work was begun at
Mount Pleasant in 1970 and carried to a conclusion in 1971. As at Durrington Walls and
Marden the earthwork was associated with Grooved Ware and radiocarbon dates around
2000 bc. Within the enclosure were the post-holes of a large building, comparable to those

1RCHM Dorset, 1970, Vol. 2, pt 1, xxxiii. ¢ Cunnington, 1931.
2 Wainwright and Longworth, 1971. 5 Wainwright, 1971.
3 Cunnington, 1929.
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at Durrington Walls and Woodhenge, and which was also associated with Grooved Ware
and radiocarbon dates of around 2000 bc. An unexpected development was the recog-
nition of a massive foundation trench for a timber palisade which was built to surround
the hill-top in 1700 bc, at the same time as the timber building was replaced by a stone
setting. The hill-top had been under plough for centuries and the post-holes of the building
were much eroded. Had the process continued without excavation much evidence would
have been lost and unrecorded.

To supplement work at these sites Dr. John Evans and the author undertook a small
excavation at Woodhenge in the summer of 1970 in order to obtain environmental and
dating evidence. The results of the excavation have been included in this volume for the
sake of completeness.

Throughout the project, which covered a period of some five years from its inception at
Durrington Walls to its conclusion at the end of the 1971 season at Mount Pleasant, one was
aware that broader issues were involved, separate from those surrounding the general
subject of ‘henge monuments’. The enclosures in question occurred at focal centres, rep-
resented at an earlier date by causewayed camps and their related long-barrow distribu-
tions. A case can be made for the enclosures of Durrington type succeeding the causewayed
camps and in the Maiden Castle/Mount Pleasant area continuous settlement can be adduced
from causewayed camp to Iron Age hill-fort and into later periods. Clearly the development
of these foci is of considerable significance from the viewpoint of socio-economic development
in southern England from 3000 bc and the role played by the enclosures of Durrington type
urgently required elucidation. The project was therefore concerned with problems relating
to the organization of society and with settlement rather than with ceremonial themes
represented by ‘henge monuments’.

It gives the author great pleasure to acknowledge assistance received in the field and in
the preparation of publications by colleagues whose cooperation was retained throughout
the whole programme. The effectiveness of the field team was greatly enhanced by the
presence of my Assistant Director, Mr. Peter Donaldson, whose practical insight has been
invaluable, not only through this project but also on numerous excavations in England and
Wales during the last decade. Acknowledgement should also be made to Mr. Dave Buckley
who has shouldered considerable responsibility in the field and made a major contribution
towards the preparation of this volume. Throughout this project the author has derived
great benefit from his association with Dr. Ian Longworth, not only on account of his in-
valuable ceramic studies, but also on the wider issues of interpretation and presentation.
Other colleagues who have given freely of their expertise and time are Dr. John Evans and
Mr. Richard Burleigh who have respectively reported on the environment and the radio-
carbon chronology. Mr. Ralph Harcourt and Mr. Graham Morgan have also reported on the
animal bones and charcoals respectively for the entire project. Such consistent collaboration
in the field, laboratory and study has, it is hoped, resulted in some continuity of thought and
treatment. Certainly the author has not only derived considerable personal pleasure from
this association but is also aware that the present volume is in essence a collaborative
exercise which he has been responsible for organizing and nursing to published form.

The logistics for the field operations were in the capable hands of Mrs. Susan Wainwright
who in the final season at Mount Pleasant also undertook responsibility for the photography.
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In respect of the Mount Pleasant excavations our gratitude must go first to the owner of the
land, Lt.-Col. S. N. Floyer-Acland, and his tenant, Mr. F. Kellaway of Frome Farm, who
permitted the excavations and facilitated them in every way. In the pre-excavation period a
contour survey of the hill was undertaken by Mr. R. S. Dawson of the Land Survey Branch
and was completed by Mr. R. Stewartin 1971. The geophysical surveys carried out by Messrs.
A. J. Clark and D. Haddon-Reece of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory not only enabled
a plan of the enclosure to be prepared but was also the means by which the trench plan was
laid out in 1971 when the palisade trench was investigated. The field staff in 1970 in addition
to those already mentioned were Miss L. Glashan and Messrs. J. P. Y. Clarke, J. Coppen,
P. Sandiford (photography) and G. Smith. In 1971 the staff were augmented by Miss F.
Parry and Mr. J. S. Jefferies.

Specific assistance received whilst this report was in preparation has been acknowledged
in the text. In particular the author wishes to thank Dr. D. Britton for his report on the
bronze axe, Mr. J. Schweiso for his account of the Saxon graves, Mr. P. Curnow for his note
on the coins, Messrs. P. Sandiford and C. Stringer for their report on the human remains,
and Mr. A. J. Clark for his account of the geophysical work. The illustrations of the plans,
sections and pottery have been prepared for the report by Mrs. C. Boddington who also
illustrated the reports for Durrington Walls and Marden. Mr. F. Gardiner prepared the
illustrations of the other finds. All the material has now been deposited in the County
Museum, Dorchester, and the report completed for publication in August 1975.



SUMMARY

XCAVATIONS between 1970 and 1971 within the earthwork surrounding the top of Mount

Pleasant hill near Dorchester recorded the post-holes of a circular timber structure similar to those
recorded at Durrington Walls, Woodhenge and the Sanctuary on Overton Hill. The earliest evidence for
occupation on the site pre-dates the enclosure and has been assigned by radiocarbon determinations to the
latter part of the third millennium bc. The bank and internal ditch surrounding some 11 acres were
constructed around 2000 bc and were entered by four causeways as at Avebury. At the same time a
large circular timber structure inside its own ditch was constructed within the enclosure. Grooved Ware
sherds together with associated flint and bone artifacts and animal bones were recorded from the enclosure
and the timber structure. Sometime before 1800 be the enclosure ditch was enlarged at the west entrance
and the enclosure bank was crowned by the Conquer Barrow in its west sector. Around 1700 be the
timber structure was replaced by a stone ‘cove’ with outlying monoliths at the same time as the hill-top
was surrounded by a strong timber palisade. The latter enclosed some ten acres of the hill-top with two
entrances in the north and west and may have stood at least 6.00 m. high above ground level. The structure
and the stone cove were associated with numerous beaker sherds. Occupation on the hill-top down to 1000
be is attested by radiocarbon dates and stratified pottery from the enclosure ditch. Sporadic occupation
occurred during the first millennium bc when the stone cove was destroyed and the hill given over to
arable cultivation. Two pagan Saxon graves provide the final evidence for settlement.



INTRODUCTION

SITE DESCRIPTION

HE Winterbourne Valley is dominated by the earthworks of Mount Pleasant to the

north and Maiden Castle to the west (fig. 2). Both sites are on low hills dominating spurs
of upland which project into the valley. The region south of Maiden Castle forming the
southern edge of the valley is dominated by the Ridgeway with its irregular linear
barrow cemetery. Only isolated barrows occur in the valley but settlement in the latter is
indicated by the single entrance henge at Maumbury Rings, one mile west of Mount
Pleasant, while one mile north of Maumbury is the Grooved Ware occupation site at
Poundbury.

The Mount Pleasant earthwork (SY 710899) encloses an irregular oval or egg-shaped
area on a low ridge running east-west between the valley of the Frome to the north and the
South Winterbourne to the south. Rather more than one mile east of Mount Pleasant the
two waterways join to form the river Frome, which flows in an easterly direction to join the
river Piddle, both entering Poole harbour half a mile east of Wareham. South of Mount
Pleasant, the South Winterbourne is barely more than a stream flowing through a broad
fertile valley from its source south-west of Maiden Castle, which itself lies two and a half
miles south-west of Mount Pleasant. The gradient from the valley north to Mount Pleasant
hill is gentle, but the latter is still a prominent feature when seen from the bank of the
stream. North of the hill, the ground slopes steeply to the river Frome, which lies in its
broad valley some 250 m. distant. To the south the hill is bounded by the Dorchester—
Wareham road (Ag52) and the minor road which leads to West Stafford village; whilst at
the foot of the steep slope to the north is the railway track and cutting which serves those
same towns. The western edge of the enclosure is bounded by the Came View housing estate,
the gardens of which have encroached on the western slopes of the Conquer Barrow. Only
in its eastern approaches is the hill not built upon (pl. I6) and from its summit one can
identify the low ridge which must have provided the easiest access route and on whose axis
were sited two successive entrances into the prehistoric enclosures.

The site lies on Upper Chalk, which in this area is soft and flintless. The author is indebted
to Dr. F. W. Anderson of the Institute of Geological Sciences for visiting the site whilst the
excavation was in progress, commenting on the geology and providing the following report:

“The site lies on Upper Chalk, here a soft flintless chalk. The Geological Survey map re-
cords the area of the camp as “bare chalk”. Frome Hill, a third of a mile ESE has a
capping of Pebble Gravel, one of the relict patches of Eocene sediments found scattered
over this area and probably of Bagshot age. There is a patch of Bagshot (sandy clay)
south of Winterbourne Came and of both Bagshot and Reading Beds (brown sand with
quartz pebbles and white sand) at Whitcombe. There is a strong presumption that at one
time Mount Pleasant also had a capping of Eocene sediments. Evidence for this lies in the
material filling solution pits in the chalk. These are numerous and contain either a coarse
limonitic quartz sand, sometimes cemented into a hard rock, or a fine white marly quartz
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INTRODUCTION 3

sand rather like a brickearth. The solution pits were therefore almost certainly formed when
the chalk had a covering of Tertiary sands. The filling material is not Plateau Gravel,
a sub-angular flint gravel as seen a little over a mile to the north at Stinsford and Kingston
and at about the same level at the site. Nor is it likely to be an alluvial deposit (River
Alluvium or Terrace Gravel) such as that surrounding Mount Pleasant on three sides but
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at a much lower level. There are fragments of Sarsens on the site. These are relicts of the
Bagshot Beds, but could have been brought to the site from nearby.’

Dr. Anderson’s comments on the sarsen stones will assume more significance when a stone
setting on top of the hill is discussed.

The enclosure is sited between the 63.00 and 68.00 m. contours and is crossed by a hedge-
bank from west to east, rather to the north of its central axis. The area enclosed is an egg-
shape aligned along the ridge with the narrow end to the east. The over-all maximum dimen-
sions are now difficult to determine on account of plough erosion but appear to have been in
the order of 370 m. from west to east and 320 m. from north to south. The earthworks have
been under plough for millennia and are now so spread and eroded as to be invisible for the
most part. They are best preserved in their southern sector where it can be seen that the bank
is external and broken by an entrance in the south-east 32.00 m. wide.! The exception to this
general destruction lies under the coppice on the Conquer Barrow, which is a large though
somewhat disturbed mound, built on top of the enclosure bank in its west sector. It is some
32.00 m. in diameter and still stands 3.00—4.00 m. high above a lower mound 8.00 m. wide
and 4.00 m. high which presumably represents the original height of the neolithic bank when
the barrow was built. Two smaller barrows, one of them extremely doubtful, are sited one
quarter of a mile south-east of the enclosure.

The preservation of the bank height under the Conquer Barrow serves to emphasize its
destruction elsewhere. When under plough in its only visible segment it can be seen as
16.00-18.00 m. wide, composed of chalk rubble and standing to a height of about 1.50 m.
where it is best preserved. Within the bank is the ditch which is generally some 17.00 m.
wide. To the east of the south-east entrance the bank can be traced on the ground around
the eastern perimeter of the enclosure where a second entrance gap 32.00 m. wide occurs on
the axis of the ridge. To the north of the hedge-line, all traces of the bank soon vanish. On
account of this erosion, assistance was requested from the Geophysics Section of the Ancient
Monuments Laboratory. The two surveys undertaken by this section have been described
in detail by Mr. A. J. Clark (Appendix IV), and only the outcome is discussed here. In brief,
they confirmed original entrances in the south-east and east and also recorded unsuspected
entrances in the west and north (fig. ). By means of traverses the line of the ditch was
established where it had been completely obscured by erosion. In addition, the survey
established the precise location of the ring ditch, previously recorded only on oblique aerial
photographs. Finally, the surveys located and planned a previously unsuspected feature —
a palisade trench 1.00-2.00 m. wide and 3.00 m. deep which surrounded the whole hill-top.

The palisade trench was not visible on the ground nor had it appeared on any air photo-
graphs of the site. The only internal structure which had occurred on the latter was a ring
ditch which had been interpreted as a barrow (vide RAF VAP CPE/UK 1934: 5081-3;
58/271; 5128-30 and St Joseph No GF 13, which has been reproduced as pl. Ia of this report).
It was this ring ditch that was located in the 1969 geophysical survey and which was in-
vestigated in 1970.

Visual inspection, geophysical aids and aerial photographs therefore established that the
12-acre enclosure was surrounded by a bank and internal ditch which was breached by four

1Cf. fig. 3 and RCHM Dorset, pt 3, 504-5.
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entrances. Within the ditch and also surrounding the hill-top was a linear feature — either
ditch or palisade trench—whilst south-west of the centre of the enclosure air photographs
had indicated a large ring ditch. Clearly the hill-top was undergoing erosion by ploughing
and rescue excavation was imperative.

THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1970 AND 1971

The excavation in 1970 had as its general objective the clarification of the presumed
relationship between Mount Pleasant and the Durrington Walls and Marden enclosures,
both of which had been investigated in previous years. To achieve this it was necessary to
determine the ceramic and lithic associations of the enclosure, supported if possible by
radiocarbon dates, and also to ascertain whether the enclosure surrounded a timber structure
similar to those already recorded at Durrington Walls, Marden, Woodhenge and the
Sanctuary. The area available for excavation was governed by the farmer’s cropping pro-
gramme and was confined to the west half of the southern field. The detailed objectives were
therefore:

i. To investigate the west entrance into the earthwork enclosure (fig. 3, Cuttings I and
II).
ii. To investigate the internal ring ditch which had been revealed on air photographs
(fig. g, Cutting IV).
iii. To investigate the character of the narrow linear feature revealed in the geophysical
survey (fig. 3, Cuttings I1II, V-VIII).
iv. To obtain evidence relating to the environment of the time.

In addition, a single trench (X) was excavated across an anomaly recorded in the geophysical
survey which proved to be a natural feature. A small cutting (fig. 3, IX) was also excavated
to confirm the line of the main enclosure ditch south of the hedge.

As a result of these investigations it was necessary to return in 1971 with three objects:

i. To obtain more information regarding the plan and date of the palisade enclosure
recorded in Cuttings III and V-VIII. This was an unsuspected development in
1970 and was clearly of the greatest importance. The line of the palisade trench was
therefore determined by geophysical methods and small trenches were excavated
along its length at regular intervals (fig. 3, XII-XXV, XXXIV-XLV) so that its
entire plan was confirmed. Two entrances in the north and east were recorded in
these excavations.

ii. The numbers of pot-sherds in the terminals of the enclosure ditch at its west entrance
had been disappointingly few and it was decided to investigate the north entrance at
the point where the enclosure was most nearly approached by the river Frome (fig. 3,
Cuttings XXVII-XXX).

iii. During the excavation of the west entrance in 1970 the terminal of a ditch was re-
corded in the west edge of Cutting II. Trenches were also excavated in 1971 to
establish the character and plan of this ditch (XLVI-LI) which it is thought may
have been related to the Conquer Barrow.
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In addition, cuttings were excavated across the enclosure bank in its west and east sectors to
supplement the information obtained in 1970 (XXXI-XXXIII), a single slit trench was
excavated into the enclosure ditch to confirm its course (XI) and an anomaly revealed by
the geophysical survey was investigated (XXVI).

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY

Previous accounts of the site are few and have been summarized by the Royal Commission
Inventory for Dorset.! This account also contains a description of the visible remains and a
plan. Warne in his Ancient Dorset called it ‘Vespasian’s camp’ and recorded the finding of ‘a
sword and a few ancient relics’.? A plan and description was also included in a survey o
stone and earthen circles in Dorset® and in Professor Atkinson’s survey of henge monuments
in Britain where it was recorded as a doubtful site.* No excavations had been carried out
within the enclosure prior to 1970 and no chance finds recorded. However, immediately to
the east of the enclosure, five inhumations have been recorded since 1951 in the course of
building the Came View estate. These may be related to a group of inhumations recorded
in the garden of Wareham House, a few hundred yards to the west in 1846 and 1884.%

.....

1RCHM, 1970, pts 1 and 3, xxxii—iii, 504-5. 4 Atkinson et al., 1951, 104-5.
2 Warne, 1872, 150-1, 242. 5 RCHM, 1970, 575, 578.
3 Piggott, S. and C. M., 1939, 158, fig. 11.



PART I. THE STRUCTURES AS REVEALED
BY EXCAVATION

I. THE PRE-ENCLOSURE SETTLEMENT

HE poorly preserved bank provided few opportunities for investigating the character

of the fossil soil preserved beneath it. With one exception (under the Conquer Barrow)
the bank is best preserved in its southern sector where it is spread over a width of 16.00~
20.00 m. and stands 1.50 m. high — although a proportion of this mound must be preserved
natural subsoil. Beneath the Conquer Barrow the bank is preserved to a height of 4.00 m.,
which probably approximates closely to its original height. Such accidents of preservation
provided an insight into the destruction of earthworks resulting from ploughing over
centuries and millennia and which has caused such a substantial earthwork to be quite
destroyed.

Four cuttings were sited to investigate the bank and its underlying fossil soil (fig. 3).

Cutting I, excavated in 1970, was intended to investigate the bank and ditch at the west
entrance (fig. 22; pls. Ila and 5). It was 52.00 m. long and 4.00 m. wide, expanded to
12.00 m. wide for a 13.00 m. length over the terminal of the bank. In addition, a sondage
1.40 m. wide was dug into the natural subsoil to a depth of 80 cm. The bank was preserved
only as a single or double layer of chalk lumps, 7.40 m. wide and at most 8 cm. thick. It
covered a ridge of preserved subsoil, 18.00 m. wide and 50 cm. high at maximum, which may
provide an indication of the former width of the bank and agrees well with the dimensions
of the latter in its south sector. The fossil soil consisted of a dark, brown, humic loam between
2-5 cm. thick, overlain by 10-15 cm. of paler but still humic material. The subsoil was a
fine buff-coloured material including chalk lumps 60-80 cm. thick, overlying an uneven
chalk surface. A single lump of sarsen 50 X 40 cm. protruded from this matrix and proved
to be a natural feature. Below the surface of the fossil soil occurred a spread of charcoal
associated with sherds of plain Neolithic bowls. A sample of this material produced a radio-
carbon determination of 2122 + 73 bc (BM-644).

Cutting XXXI was a trench 14.00 m. long and 2.00 m. wide sited to examine the bank
where it appeared as a low mound to the north of the hedge in its east sector. Throughout
the cutting the chalk bed-rock occurred immediately beneath the turf-line. The bank and
fossil soil beneath it had been entirely removed by ploughing, the original position of the
earthwork being indicated by a ridge in the bed-rock.

Cutting XXXII (fig. 4) was a rectangular cutting 10.00 X 6.00 m. to examine the bank and
fossil soil in its west sector. The area selected lay at the edge of the field under a hedge where
the plough would have turned and therefore not bitten so deeply into the bank. The latter
was indeed well preserved at this point to a height of 42 cm. and overlay a fossil turf-line of
dark-brown humic loam between 2-5 cm. thick which was underlain by 10-15 cm. of humic
stony material. As in Cutting I, the subsoil consisted of fine buff-coloured material with
coarser chalky debris. Three samples from the buried soil were examined for mollusca by
Dr Evans whose analyses reveal that the assemblages are dominated by species which favour
a dry grassland environment. It can be assumed that Mount Pleasant hill was under grass
at this time, possibly maintained by grazing.
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Cutting XXXIII (fig. 4) was a trench 8.00 m. long and 2.00 m. wide, sited 17.00 m. south
of XXXII. The bank was well-preserved in this cutting to a height of 62 cm. and overlay a
fossil soil of the same character as that recorded in XXXII.

The finds are described in detail in Part II of this report. The pottery from the old land
surface comprised, with the exception of two sherds of Grooved Ware, sherds of plain Neo-
lithic bowls, and the 1084 flint artifacts from the same context include cores, scrapers, ser-
rated flakes, blades with edge retouch, a flake from a polished axe and two transverse arrow-
heads. A plano-convex knife was recorded from the plough-soil in Cutting XXXII. Small
fragments of animal bone include bos (2) and sheep (1). Fragments of hazel-nut shells were
recorded from the old land surface in Cutting XXXIII.



II. THE TIMBER STRUCTURE: SITE IV
(figs. 5-19; pls. ITIa, -XVIIIb)

Introduction

RIOR to the excavations of 1970 the only structure identified on the hill within the

earthwork enclosure was a ring-ditch, visible on air photographs (e.g. pl. Ia), which had
been interpreted as a barrow ditch. In 1969 this ditch was located precisely by means of a
proton magnetometer area survey across the interior of the main enclosure. As a major
objective of the excavation was to locate timber structures comparable to those previously
discovered at Woodhenge, the Sanctuary, Durrington Walls and Marden, this ring-ditch
and the area it enclosed was clearly an area to be investigated.

The ring-ditch was sited to the south of the highest part of the hill on gently sloping ground
between the 77.00 and 79.00 m. contours. In the initial phase of its excavation the plough-
soil was removed by machine to within a few centimetres of the chalk bed-rock over an
area which covered the whole structure with the exception of a sliver of ditch in its east
sector. This area excavation was named Site IV. The remaining plough-soil was then re-
moved by hand (pls. ITla, &-IV?). The chalk bed-rock was of a soft consistency containing
patches of large flint modules and occasional solution holes. In its east sector the enclosure
ditch had been dug through one such large patch of clay. When the surface of the chalk had
been trowelled and after a subsequent thunderstorm it was noted that the surface was scored
by a lattice pattern of plough-marks, presumably of modern derivation, which were clearly
destroying the structural evidence and had in fact removed some post-holes. There was no
sign of the bank which had stood outside the ditch, nor was there a rise in the level of the
chalk to denote its former presence. Clearly, the structure in this exposed position just to the
south of the hill-crest had been subjected to ploughing for millennia and the post-hole
settings within the ditch, although still fairly complete, bore little relation in terms of post-
hole size to the originals. It is impossible to establish how much of the natural surface might
have been removed by ploughing and other agencies of erosion. It will be recalled, however,
that a ridge of natural chalk some 50 cm. high was preserved under the main enclosure
bank near the west entrance under circumstances which were more favourable for preserva-
tion than those prevailing on the exposed hill-top. One may speculate, therefore, whether the
erosion on Site IV has been in excess of this figure — an important factor when considering
the interpretation of the post-hole settings.

The remains, which for the sake of brevity have been given the over-all designation of
Site IV, produced a structural sequence of considerable interest which it is convenient to
summarize at this juncture before embarking on the detailed descriptions.

Phase I. A ditch 3.00-4.00 m. wide and with a maximum depth of 2.00 m. was excavated
to surround a circular area 43.00 m. in diameter. The bank appears to have been external
and a single causeway 7.50 m. wide was provided in the north. Within this ditch was a
structure which comprised five rings of post-holes with a maximum diameter of 38.00 m. and
with the innermost ring surrounding an area 12.50 m. in diameter. The lay-out of the
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structure is very regular and was designed around four corridors which divided the rings
into quadrants. Radiocarbon determinations assign this structure to the period around
2000 bc and the ceramic associations are principally with the Grooved Ware tradition.

Phase II. When the ditch was approximately one-third full of silt and a weathered horizon
had formed, the timber structure was replaced by a central setting of pits and sarsen mono-
liths representing a ‘cove’. Outlying pits and monoliths were recorded to the west, north and
east. This rebuilding was associated in the ditch with sherds of beaker pottery and a radio-
carbon determination of 1680 4 60 bc (BM-668).

Phase III. Iron Age settlement on the site is represented by a gully partially defining a hut
11.00 m. in diameter and associated pits. It seems likely that at this time the sarsen structure
was demolished. A rectangular enclosure, probably of Romano-British date, was built over
the enclosure in its north-west part and ultimately a Saxon grave inserted into the ditch in
its west sector.

The detailed description of the remains is prefaced by that of the ditch in which these
phases are represented as stratified deposits.

The Ditch
(figs. 5-13; pls. VIs-Xb)

The ditched structure (Site IV) is sited some 50.00 m. east of the palisade trench recorded
in the 1970 excavations and 60.00 m. from the main enclosure ditch at the west entrance
(fig. 5; pl. I11a). The inner edge of the ditch, although representing the upper limit of the
weathering cone, describes an almost perfect circle with a radius of 21.50 m. The centre of
this circle coincides with that for the north-west arc of Ring C in the post-hole setting
(fig. 6). It is crossed by a single causeway in the north, some 7.50 m. wide between the ditch
terminals, facing in the direction of the contemporary north entrance into the main en-
closure and the River Frome. The latter would, however, have been invisible to anyone
standing on the causeway on account of the intervening hill-top. No pits or post-holes were
recorded on the causeway but the west terminal was particularly rich in artifacts and refuse.
The profile of the ditch was extremely variable (figs. 8-13; pls. VI6-Xb), varying from a
classic wedge-shaped profile with straight converging sides and a flat base to a relatively
shallow bowl profile. There were some irregularities in the ditch bottom and sides but these
were not numerous and presumably resulted from a failure to finish the ditch in a consistent
fashion. Seventeen sections across the ditch indicated that its average width is 3.48 m. with
extremes of from 2.60 to 4.60 m. The average depth from the modern ground surface is
1.65 m., with extremes of from 1.36 to 2.00 m. It should be remembered, however, that the
width of the ditch as measured in 1970 from lip to lip represents a product of weathering.
Attempts have therefore been made to establish the original dimensions of the ditch by project-
ing the angle of its lower unweathered walls up to the modern ground surface. This produced
an estimated original width for the ditch of 2.47 m. with extremes of from 1.75 to 3.30 m.

The original position of the bank is assumed to have been outside the ditch because of the
presence of the outer ring of post-holes at a short distance within the latter. This is confirmed
by the later ditch silts in parts of its circuit which contain spills of chalk rubble. These are
assumed to have come from the bank and were invariably derived from outside the ditch
(e.g. Sections IB, IIB, VA, VB and XI alpha A; figs. 8, g and 12).
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For purposes of recording the ditch was divided into segments (fig. 6, I-XIII), after a trial
trench 1.00 m. wide (XII) had been excavated to obtain a preview of the deposits. Twenty-
two such segments were excavated, representing slightly more than 809, of the total ditch
deposits. Those segments that were not excavated (between 11 and III, IIT and IV and XII
and XIII) had been disturbed by burrowing animals and were so deficient in finds as to
make their excavation not worthwhile. As far as was possible the layer numbers were
standardized throughout the ditch. The individual segments have been described in detail
below but the stratigraphical sequence in the ditch was standard. This sequence therefore
precedes the detailed segment descriptions and incorporates the results of analyses of a series
of samples obtained by Dr. Evans from Segment VIII. The layer numbers used throughout
the general description refer to Segment VIII and a layer concordance can be obtained
from the subsequent description of the individual ditch segments.

Primary Fill. Coarse chalk rubble becoming finer towards the top with some admixture of
flint nodules (layer (7)). Samples for radiocarbon dating this early stage in the silting of the
ditch were obtained from Segment VII, layer (10) (fig. 10) and produced determinations of
1961 + 89 bc from charcoal (BM-663), 1991 + 72 bc from antler (BM-666) and 2038 -
84 bc from animal bone (BM-667). The associated pottery is principally of the Grooved
Ware ceramic tradition.

Buried Soil. A dark-brown stony loam with numerous bands of chalky rubble (layer (6)). A
woodland molluscan fauna prevailed in this buried soil.

Pale Loam. A friable pale loam which in some areas of the ditch contained a thick deposit
of ash and charcoal (layer (5)). A hearth from the base of this deposit (Segment X, layer
(5)) produced oak charcoal for a determination of 1680 + 60 bc (BM-668). A hearth from
the surface of this deposit (Segment VIII alpha, layer (5)) provided charcoal for a deter-
mination of 1324 + 51 bc (BM—-669) and was associated with sherds of Collared Vessels and
Food Vessels. The molluscan fauna in this deposit indicates that the woodland conditions
were generally maintained although there is some slight disturbance. A large quantity of
sarsen flakes (300 1b. or 1452 fragments) was found in the thick deposit of ash and charcoal
related to BM-668. Many flakes were large and fresh, retaining the original cortex of the
sarsen block and possessing clear percussion bulbs. Three mauls or hammerstones were also
recorded. The sarsen flakes were recorded in Segments IV, IX, X, X alpha and XIII,
and provide clear evidence for the preparation of stone monoliths on the site at a period
related to BM-668 and associated with beaker sherds. This debris can be related to quantities
of fresh sarsen flakes from the pits and stone-holes which form a central setting or ‘cove’
within the confines of the ditch and by implication provide a date for the latter. The dis-
tribution of sarsens within the ditch segments is also of interest, for the great quantity of
flakes from Segments IX, X and X alpha are presumably related to the erection of stones
in holes 190 and 191; and those from Segment XIII to the erection of a monolith in hole
184. The concentration of flakes in Segment IV on the other hand is not related to any
surviving evidence for an adjacent monolith, unless that evidence had been destroyed by
erosion.

Buried Soil. A dark-brown loam with a pronounced stone-line (layers (3) and (4)). The
molluscan evidence is for a sudden and total clearance phase at the base of this deposit
and the appearance of an environment of short-turfed grassland. Dr. Evans suggests an
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equivalence with the aeolian deposit and buried soil in the north terminals of the main en-
closure ditch. Iron Age pottery was recorded from the equivalent of layer (3), but not from
below the stone-line which normally appears between layers (3) and (4).

Plough-wash. A plough-soil normally producing Romano-British pottery and occasional
sherds of glazed seventeenth-century fabric.

There follows a description of the individual ditch segments which showed some variation
in profile and stratification.

Segment I (fig. 8). The ditch in this segment is 2.95 m. wide and 1.65 m. deep from the modern ground
surface. The estimated original width of the ditch at a level equivalent to the modern surface is 2.10 m.
The excavated area covers the east terminal of the ditch, which at this point was dug into a patch of
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sandy clay. The terminal is irregular in profile, with sides sloping steeply to a rounded base. The
deposits range from a primary rubble fill at its base (layer (7)) through a buried soil (layer (6)) and
pale loam (layer (5)) to an upper buried soil (layers (4) and (3)) and plough-wash (layer (2)).

Segment I alpha (fig. 8). The ditch in this segment is 3.00 m. wide and 1.60 m. deep with an estimated
original width of 2.10 m. The steeply sloping sides converge towards an irregular flat base 1.10 m.
wide. The sequence of deposits is similar to that in Segment I.

Segment II (fig. 8). The ditch in this segment is 3.00 m. wide and 1.60 m. deep with an estimated
original width of 1.75 m. It has a straight-sided profile with a narrow flat base 65 cm. wide, but its
symmetry is disturbed by an irregular ledge on its north face. The sequence of deposits is the same as
that already described for Segment I.

Segment 111 (fig. 8). The ditch in this segment is in excess of 3.30 m. wide and is 1.46 m. deep with an
estimated original width of 2.60 m. It has sloping sides and a flat but irregular base 1.00 m. wide. The
profile and silting is probably conditioned by the cutting of the ditch through a pocket of clay and sand
on its east side. The deposits have also been disturbed by burrowing animals but their sequence re-
sembles that described from Segment I, with the proviso that a lens of finer silt in the primary chalk
rubble (not showing in section) was designated layer (8).

Segment 1V (fig. 8). The ditch in this segment is in excess of 2.40 m. wide and 1.64 m. deep with an
estimated original width of 2.9o m. The steeply sloping sides of the ditch converge to a flat base 70 cm.
wide. The sequence of deposits is the same as that for Segment III but was much disturbed by burrow-
ing animals. A small pit (B) was cut through the base of layer (2).

Segment IV alpha (fig. 8). The ditch in this segment is in excess of 3.20 m. wide and is 2.00 m. deep
with an estimated original width of 2.60 m. The steeply sloping sides converge to a flat base 1.00 m.
wide. The sequence of deposits is essentially the same as that previously described, being chalk rubble
at the base (layer (9)), overlain by a buried soil and friable loam containing burnt material and sarsen
fragments (layers (7) and (8)), which in turn is overlain by an upper buried soil (layers (4) and (6))
with a layer of intervening chalk lumps (layer (5)). Overlying this sequence is a plough-wash deposit
(layers (2) and (3)).

Segment V (fig. 9). The width of the ditch in this segment is 3.80 m. and depth 1.88 m. with an esti-
mated original width of 2.80 m. The steeply sloping sides converge to a flat base 75 cm. wide. The
stratification is essentially the same as that described for Segment IV alpha with the same numbered
sequence of layers.

Segment V alpha (fig. 9). The width of the ditch in this segment is 3.50 m. and depth 1.72 m. with an
estimated original width of 1.90 m. The steeply sloping sides converge to a flat base 80 cm. wide. The
sequence of deposits is essentially the same as that described for Segment I, with primary rubble
(layer (7)) overlain by the lower buried soil (layer (6)) and pale loam (layer (5)), with no trace of
burning in the latter. Over this deposit occurs the upper buried soil (layers (4) and (3)) and the
plough-wash (layers (2) and (3)).

Segment VI (fig. 9). The ditch in this segment is 4.00 m. wide and 1.85 m. deep with a presumed
original width of ?3.10 m. The profile is very irregular with an uneven rounded base. The stratification
is the same as that for Segment V alpha with the same numbered sequence.

Segment V1 alpha (fig. 10). The ditch in this segment is 3.40 m. wide and 1.65 m. deep but it is difficult
to estimate the original width. The profile is that of an extremely irregular scoop and has the appearance
of being unfinished. The layer sequence comprises a chalk rubble at the base (layer (8)), succeeded by
a buried soil (layer (7)), immediately on top of which occurs a lens of charcoal and sarsen fragments
(layer (6)). The normal pale loam (layer (5)) overlies this deposit, with a lens of burning near its
surface, and is overlain in turn by layers (2)-(4).

Segment VII (fig. 10; pl. VIIIb). The ditch in this segment is 4.30 m. wide and 1.36 m. deep, with a
profile which resembles a broad shallow scoop. In the floor of the ditch (vide fig. 6) was an irregular
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pit 35 cm. deep. The sequence of deposits resembles that from Segment VI alpha. The base of the
pit was filled with a primary chalk rubble (layer (11)), overlain by a thick lens of ash and charcoal
(layer 10) which produced animal bones, antler picks, a few flints and sherds. Three samples of differ-
ent materials were taken from this pit (layer (10)) for radiocarbon determinations. The results were:
from oak charcoal, 1961 + 89 bc (BM-663), from antler, 1991 =+ 72 bc (BM~666), and from animal
bone, 2038 + 84 bc (BM—667). These determinations must relate to a very early phase in the silting of
the ditch. The pit was sealed with a deposit of earth and chalk rubble which in the ditch proper can
be equated with layer (8) — the chalk rubble lying on the ditch floor. Overlying this rubble is the
lower buried soil and pale loam (layers (6) and (7)), with a deposit of ash and sarsen at the base of (6).
Overlying this loam is the same sequence of deposits as recorded in Segment VI alpha with a similar
hearth within layer (5).

Segment VII alpha (fig. 10). The ditch in this segment is 3.20 m. wide and 1.65 m. deep with an
estimated original width of 2.70 m. The steeply sloping sides converge towards a narrow, slightly
rounded base, some 35 cm. wide. The stratification within the ditch consists of chalk rubble at the base
(layer (7)), overlain by the lower buried soil (layer (6)) and pale loam (layer (5)). Sealing the pale
loam is a thin scatter of chalk lumps above which is the upper buried soil and plough-wash.

Segment VIII (fig. 11). The ditch in this segment is 4.60 m. wide and 1.70 m. deep with an estimated
original width of 2.80 m. The sides converge from an unusually broad weathering cone to a narrow
flat base 55 cm. wide. The sequence of deposits is essentially the same as that in Segment VII alpha
with chalk rubble at the base (layer (7)), overlain by a buried soil and a pale loam which in its lower
half contains many spills of chalk rubble (layer (6)). A finer loam overlying this deposit included a
hearth which extended into the adjacent Segment VIII alpha but which is not represented in the
published section. Charcoal from this hearth, collected in Segment VIII alpha, produced a radio-
carbon determination of 1324 + 51 bc (BM-669). Overlying this hearth is the upper buried soil and
plough-wash.

Segment VIII alpha (fig. 11). The ditch in this segment is 3.70 m. wide, 1.80 m. deep and with an
estimated original width of 2.50 m. The sides slope steeply to an irregular flat base and the sequence of
deposits is the same as for Segment VIII except that the upper hearth does not show in section.

Segment IX (fig. 11; pls. Xa and 6). The ditch in this segment is 3.90 m. wide and 1.50 m. deep
with an estimated original width of 2.10 m. The irregular sides converge at an angle, which is more
gentle than usual, to a flat base 1.10 m. wide. The sequence of deposits is a standard one with chalk
rubble at the base (layer (7)) overlaid by a buried soil and pale loam (layers (5) and (6)) which in
turn are sealed by the upper burien soil (layers (3) and (4)) and plough-soil (layer (2)). An extensive
area of burning and sarsen flakes was recorded from near the base of layer (5).

Segment IX alpha (fig. 12). The ditch in this segment is 3.25 m. wide and 1.84 m. deep. The original
width is uncertain as the profile is unusual, with a very narrow base some 35 cm. wide and irregular
but steeply converging sides. The sequence of deposits is the same as for Segment IX and the area of
burning is particularly pronounced.

Segment X (fig. 12; pls. IXa and b). The ditch in this segment is 3.15 m. wide and 1.73 m. deep
with an estimated original width of 2.25 m. The profile is irregular, with uneven walls descending
steeply to a narrow rounded base. The sequence of deposits is the same as for Segment IX. The area
of burning and sarsen flakes at the base of layer (5) was especially pronounced and charcoal from it
provided a radiocarbon determination of 1680 + 60 bc (BM-668).

Segment X alpha (fig. 12). The ditch in this segment is 3.20 m. wide and 1.47 m. deep with an irregular
shallow bowl profile. The sequence of deposits is the same as for Segment X — large quantities of
sarsen flakes being found in the area of burning within layer (5).

Segment XI (fig. 12). The ditch in this segment is 2.95 m. wide and 1.42 m. deep with an estimated
original width of 2.65 m. The profile is that of a shallow bowl, with a rounded base 8o cm. wide, which
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is related to what could either be an earlier pit or more probably a particularly irregular part of the
ditch. Similar pits were recorded in the vicinity (vide fig. 6) and can be regarded as part of the irregular
ditch profile. The sequence of deposits is the same as for Segment X. A grave of Saxon date partially
overlay the ditch in this segment.

Segment XI alpha (fig. 12). The ditch in this segment is in excess of 3.60 m. wide and is 1.70 m. deep
with an estimated original width of 3.30 m. The walls slope to a flat base 1.10 m. wide. The silting
sequence comprises a primary rubble (layer (10)), overlain by a buried soil and pale loam with much

2
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burning (layers (7) to (9)). At the top of the pale loam is an upper hearth (layer (6)) which is directly
sealed by a subsequent spill of chalk blocks (layer (5)). The upper buried soil and plough-wash deposits
complete the sequence. The ditch of a rectangular enclosure of possible Romano-British date partially
overlay the ditch in this segment.

Segment XII. This was a trial trench 1.00 m. wide designed to test the deposits and profile of the ditch
before fuller excavation took place. The sequence of deposits comprised chalk rubble at the base
(layers (7) and (8)), overlain by a buried soil and pale loam (layers (5) and (6)) with an area of burn-
ing at the base of layer (5). The upper buried soil and plough-wash deposits overlay the pale loam. The
deposits, however, had been disturbed by burrowing animals.

Segment XIII (fig. 13; pl. VIb). The ditch in this segment is .70 m. wide and between 1.65 and 2.00 m.
deep. The segment incorporates the west ditch terminal and the latter slopes in an irregular fashion
from the causeway to a pit in the floor of the ditch. Quantities of debris had been thrown into the ditch
terminal from the causeway, particularly in the secondary stages of its filling. Unfortunately, the
deposits had been disturbed by burrowing animals and the stratification is in some respects slightly
suspect. The sequence of deposits comprises a primary chalk rubble (layer (7)), overlain by a buried
soil and a burnt deposit containing quantities of sarsen (layers (5) and (6)). This in turn is overlain by a
brown soil with scattered chalk lumps and an upper hearth (layer (4)) which produced sherds of a Food
Vessel. Over this occurred the upper buried soil (layers (3) and (3a)) and plough-soil (layer (2)).
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For descriptive purposes the finds from the ditch have been divided into three broad
categories, related to the silting sequence which is fairly standard in each segment.

Primary. The chalk rubble in the base of the ditch produced Grooved Ware and no securely
stratified Beaker sherds. Very few flint artifacts were recovered, the only recognizable im-
plements being seven scrapers. Only ten fragments of sarsen were recovered — a significantly
small quantity in relation to the concentration of such flakes in the secondary ditch silts.
Chalk artifacts include a single chalk ball and 11 antler picks were recorded. The only bone
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artifact was the tip of a pin or awl whilst the faunal remains were of pig, bos, sheep, dog, red
deer, fox and bird (common crane).

Secondary. Those artifacts from the lower buried soil and pale loam related to the inter-
mittent deposit of ash and sarsen flakes which it is suggested was the debris from the con-
struction of the stone cove. The bulk of the identifiable pottery is Beaker although Grooved
Ware is also well represented. The Beaker displays a great variety of styles. In deposits
immediately overlying the ash and sarsen layer only four sherds of Grooved Ware were
recorded, Beaker pottery remains well represented and sherds of Food Vessel, Collared Vessel
and other Bronze Age wares were recorded. Sherds of a ridged Food Vessel were recorded in
direct association with a radiocarbon date of 1324 4+ 51 bc (BM-669).

More than 3000 flint artifacts were recorded of which over 100 were recognizable imple-
ments. Scrapers are the most numerous type; other implements include transverse arrow-
heads, barbed and tanged arrowheads, serrated flakes and blades with edge retouch.
Comment has already been made on the quantities (300 1b.) of fresh sarsen flakes found in an
intermittent deposit of ash and charcoal at this level in the ditch. Together with the associat-
ed stone mauls this debris has been related to the construction of the stone cove and its
outliers. Antler artifacts include two picks and three spatulae but no bone implements were
found. The animal bones include bos, pig, sheep, dog, red deer and birds (greylag and

intail).
P The Later Silts. These deposits comprise those overlying the pale loam and including the
upper buried soil and plough-wash. The upper part of the buried soil (layer (3)) produced a
quantity of Iron Age pottery which is presumably related to the hut and pits found else-
where on Site IV.

Romano-British pottery and bowls and pans of seventeenth- or eighteenth-century date
were obtained from the plough-wash. Because of conflation, it is not possible to be certain
regarding the cultural attribution of any artifacts from these deposits. These comprise large
numbers of flint implements, including transverse arrowheads, barbed and tanged arrow-
heads and a plano-convex knife. Other artifacts include fragments of burnt clay, a bronze
brooch and a glass bead. Some 453 Ib. of sarsen fragments were obtained from these late
silts and provide evidence for the view that the stone settings were demolished in the late
first century B.C.

Phase I: The Post-hole Rings
(figs. 6, 7, 14, 15; pls. III6-Va, XIa-X1Va)

The post-hole settings within the ditch consist essentially of five rings, the outermost having
a maximum diameter of 38.00 m. This outermost ring is at a distance from the present inner
lip of the ditch which varies from 2.00 to 3.00 m. The design of the structure is very regular
and is based around four corridors aligned on the cardinal points which divide the rings into
four quadrants. The five arcs of post-holes within each quadrant are struck from centres
which occasionally coincide within each quadrant but are only rarely common between
different quadrants. The plan of the structure is not therefore based on five concentric rings
of post-holes struck from adjacent or common centres, but each ring is composed of four
arcs, each of which normally has a different centre. Despite this disparity the four arcs
comprising each ring invariably possess the same number of post-holes.
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TABLE 1
Site IV : Details of the post-hole rings
Mean diameter No. of posts in each ring
North West Average Average Average
to to Replacements | Average | post-hole | post-hole post
Ring South East Excavated | Presumed elc. spacing |diam. (cm.) | depth (cm.) | diam. (cm.)
A 37°30 38-00 45 52 3 2:10 43 26 28
B 29°50 3080 46 48 — 193 45 30 —
C 24°00 24-60 35 36 2 198 44 29 —
D 18-30 18-20 24 24 — 2:21 48 34 —_
E 12-20 12:50 16 16 2 2'11 53 36 —
TABLE II
Site IV : Details of the arcs
No. of posts
Ring Are Mean radius (minus replacements)

A NE 21-80 13

SE 16-30 13

Sw 1570 13

Nw 16:50 13

B NE 15°20 12

SE 1250 12

SwW 15'20 12

NwW 11°30 12

C NE 12-80 9

SE 10°40 9

SwW 12:10 9

NwW 1020 9

D NE 870 6

SE 760 6

SwW 8-70 6

Nw 8-20 6

E NE 580 4

SE 510 4

SwW 6-20 4

NwW 680 4
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The essential data for the arcs and rings have been summarized in Tables I and II, and the
rings have been described in detail below. From these tables it will be clear that there is no
consistency in the striking of the arcs but that nevertheless each ring contains the same
number of posts, some of which had been replaced during the life of the structure. Because
of the way in which they were laid out, the rings were not true circles but were greater in
diameter from west to east than they were from north to south.

In addition to the regular post-hole lay-out, the four corridors are the dominant feature of
the structure. The north and south corridors have virtually parallel sides whilst those in the
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west and east converge towards the central area. The-north-south corridor is 3.00 m. wide
and the post-holes flanking it on the west and east (50 and 30, 1 and 26), form straight
alignments across the structure. The southern corridor is blocked by a single post-hole
(164) where it enters Ring E. The east corridor is 6.00 m. wide at Ring A and narrows to
3.50 m. at the innermost Ring E, the post-holes forming the sides of the corridor pursuing
slightly convex alignments. The established width of the western corridor at Ring A is
5.00 m. It narrows to 3.50 m. at Ring E, the post alignments on either side of the corridor
pursuing straight alignments.

The post-hole sequences in the rings are fairly complete and the regularity of the latter
enables the missing post-holes to be estimated with a reasonable degree of accuracy. Seven
post-holes are missing in Ring A, two in Ring B and one in Ring C, Rings D and E being
represented in their entirety. Replacement posts are present but are not common, being
represented by three in Ring A, two in Ring C and two in Ring E. Because of erosion, the
dimensions of the post-holes cannot be regarded as being relevant to their original size and
only two post-cores or pipes were recorded. Nevertheless their average dimensions have been
provided in Table I and full details in Appendix III. A selection of post-holes has been
illustrated (figs. 14, 15; pls. XIa—XIVa). Both the average depth and diameter of the post-
holes increase by about 10 cm. from the outer to the innermost rings but it seems unlikely
that such a small variation is significant in view of the great amount of chalk that may have
been lost through erosion. As only the bases of the post-holes have survived only two pipes
were recorded, both in Ring A, which suggest an average post diameter of 28 cm.

Finds from the post-holes are very few and are confined in the main to 279 flint artifacts
which include three scrapers. One half of a ring or pendant of fine-grained quartzite was
recorded from post-hole 1. Sherds of Grooved Ware were recorded from 14 post-holes.

There follows a detailed account of the individual rings. A discussion of the structure in
relation to comparable sites has been reserved for Chapter XVI.

Ring A (post-hole nos. 1-12, 14-38, 40-50)

This ring has over-all diameters of 37.30 m. from north to south and 38.00 m. from east to west. It is
composed of four arcs, each originally of 13 post-holes, with radii of 21.80 m. (NE), 16.30 m. (SE),
15.70 m. (SW) and 16.50 m. (NW). These four arcs do not have a common centre but that for the
south-east arc is the same as that for Ring B in the same arc. The arcs are separated by four gaps of
3.50 m. in the north facing the causeway across the ditch, 6.00 m. in the east, 3.30 m. in the south and
?5.30 m. in the west. The southern gap or entrance is defined in addition by two post-holes (28 and 29)
within the ring which narrow the access to 2.75 m. On account of erosion and later disturbance (e.g.
Iron Age pit no. 186), seven posts were missing from the sequence between post-holes 7 and 8, 32 and
33, 37 and 38, 38 and 40 and 40 and 41, but an original total of 52 posts in the ring can be presumed.
One post-hole (no. 27) should probably be regarded as a replacement for no. 26 at the southern
entrance. The average spacing between the centre of each post-hole in the ring is 2.10 m., a distance
which compares well with the average spacing for the separate arcs (NE 2.18 m.; SE 2.10 m.; SW
2.13 m. and NW 2.00 m.). The average diameter of the post-holes is 43 cm. and average depth 26 cm.
Only two pipes were recorded, which had diameters of 35 cm. (post-hole 5) and 22 cm. (post-hole 19)
respectively.

Ring B (post-hole nos. 51-60, 62—95)

This ring has over-all diameters of 29.50 m. from north to south and 30.80 m. from east to west. It is
composed of four arcs, each originally of 12 post-holes, with radii of 15.20 m. (NE), 12.50 m. (SE),
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15.20 m. (SW) and 11.30 m. (NW). These four arcs do not have a common centre, but those for the
north-east and south-west arcs are the same as those for the corresponding arcs in Ring E, and that for
the south-east arc is the same as for the corresponding arc in Ring A. The arcs are separated by four
gaps of 3.00 m. in the north, 4.00 m. in the east, ?3.00 m. in the south and 4.50 m. in the west. Two
post-holes were missing from the sequence between 57 and 58 and 72A and 73, but an original total of
48 posts in the ring can be presumed. The average spacing between the centres of each post-hole in the
ring is 1.93 m. a distance which compares well with the average spacing for the separate arcs (NE
2.00 m., SE 1.90 m., SW 1.85 m. and NW 1.99 m.). The average diameter of the post-holes is 45 cm.
and average depth 30 cm. No ‘pipes’ were seen in section or plan.

Ring C (post-hole nos. g6-131)

This ring has over-all diameters of 24.00 m. from north to south and 24.60 m. from east to west. It is
composed of four arcs, each originally of nine post-holes, with radii of 12.80 m. (NE), 10.40 m. (SE),
12.170 m. (SW) and 10.20 m. (NW). The four arcs do not have a common centre but that for the south-
west arc is the same as for the corresponding arc in Ring E and the north-east arc shares a common
centre with the ring-ditch. The arcs are separated by four gaps of 3.00 m. in the north, 4.00 m. in the
east, 3.20 m. in the south and 4.00 m. in the west. On account of erosion, one post-hole was missing
from the sequence between post-holes 110 and 111 but an original total of 36 posts in the ring can be
assumed. One post-hole (116) should probably be regarded as a replacement for 117, whilst 126A is
clearly a replacement for 126. The average spacing between the centres of each post-hole in the ring is
1.98 m., a distance which compares well with the average spacing for the separate arcs (NE 2.00 m.,
SE 2.00 m., SW 1.97 m. and NW 1.95 m.). The average diameter of the post-holes was 44 cm. and
average depth 29 cm. No ‘pipes’ were recorded in section or plan.

Ring D (post-hole nos. 132-55)

This ring has over-all diameters of 18.30 m. from north to south and 18.20 m. from west to east. It is
composed of four arcs. each of which include six post-holes, with radii of 8.70 m. (NE), 7.60 m. (SE),
8.70 m. (SW) and 8.20 m. (NW). These four arcs do not have a common centre but that for the south-
east arc is the same as that for the corresponding arc in Ring E. The arcs are separated by four gaps of
3.00 m. in the north, 3.50 m. in the east, 3.00 m. in the south and 3.70 m. in the west. No post-holes
in the ring have been destroyed by erosion and no replacement posts were recorded. The average
spacing between the centres of each post-hole is 2.21 m., a distance which compares well with the
average spacing for the separate arcs (NE 2.18 m., SE 2.16 m., SW 2.26 m. and NW 2.26 m.). The
average diameter of the post-holes was 48 cm. and average depth 34 cm. No ‘pipes’ were recorded in
section or plan.

Ring E (post-hole nos. 156-72)

This ring has over-all diameter of 12.20 m. from north to south and 12.50 m. from east to west. It is
composed of four arcs, each of which include four post-holes, with radii of 5.80 m. (NE), 5.10 m. (SE),
6.20 m. (SW) and 6.80 m. (NW). These four arcs do not have a common centre but those for the
north-east and south-west arcs are the same as those for Ring B in those same arcs and that for the
south-east arc is the same as that for the corresponding arc in Ring D. The arcs are separated by four
gaps of 3.20 m. in the north, .30 m. in the east, 3.10 m. in the south and 3.50 m. in the west. The
southern gap has at its centre a single post-hole (164) which it is difficult to see as an original feature.
It may therefore have been a replacement post to assist in supporting the roof at its highest point. A
second replacement post (165A) was sited next to post-hole 165. No posts were missing from the se-
quence and an original total of 16 posts in the ring can be assumed. The average spacing between the
centres of each post-hole in the ring is 2.11 m., a distance which agrees well with the average spacing

2%
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for the separate arcs of 2.10 m. (NE), 2.00 m. (SE), 2.20 m. (SW) and 2.16 m. (NW). The average
diameter of the post-holes is 53 cm. and average depth 36 cm. No ‘pipes’ were recorded in section or
plan.

Phase 2: The Stone Cove
(figs. 6, 8-13, 16-17; pls. I11a-Va, VII, XIVH-XVIIIbH)

The timber structure was replaced by a central setting of pits and sarsen monoliths, with
similar pits or uprights outlying to the west, north and east, at a stage in the history of the site
when the ditch was approximately one-third full of silt and a soil had formed over its con-
tents. On top of this buried soil, whose molluscan fauna indicates a woodland environment,
formed a pale loam which at various points in the ditch circuit contained at its base an
extensive spread of ash and charcoal, fresh sarsen flakes, stone mauls, flint artifacts, animal
bones and numerous sherds of Beaker pottery. Charcoal from this deposit provided a
radiocarbon determination of 1680 + 60 bc (BM-668). The sudden appearance in the
ditch silts of such large quantities of knapped sarsen flakes is related to the erection of the
stone monoliths within the ditch.

The central structure (fig. 16, pl. Va) is based around four pits set on the corners of a
6.00 m. square (173-6). The sockets for four sarsen uprights were recorded along the west,
north and east sides of this square (177-9, 181). These contained numerous fresh sarsen
flakes, indicating that the monoliths they originally supported had been broken up i situ.
In socket 178 was found the actual stump of the original monolith. No such sockets were
recorded along the southern side of the square and it has been assumed that this side had
remained open with no stone uprights. Two shallow irregular pits (182 and 183) in the
vicinity of the cove have been tentatively assigned to this phase.

Outlying the central structure are two pits (13 and g9) sited approximately on the line of
the outer walls of the Phase I building; an imaginary line between these two pits bisects the
east and west corridors into the latter. Some 1.70 m. east of Pit 39 were the sockets for two
sarsen monoliths (190 and 191); no such sockets were recorded in the vicinity of Pit 13.
North of the central setting, at a point between Rings A and B of the Phase I building and
offset west from the centre of the northern corridor into that structure, was a single stone
socket (184). The latter is not equidistant from Pits 13 and 39, nor does there appear to be
any geometric significance in the siting of the outlying sarsen uprights and pits. The ab-
sence of an outlying monolith to the east in the vicinity of Pit 13 is an anomaly which may
be resolved by an examination of the distribution of sarsen flakes within the ditch. These
are concentrated in Segments IX, X and X alpha in the vicinity of stone-holes 190 and 191,
in Segment XIII related to stone-hole 184 and in Segment IV. The latter is in the vicinity
of Pit 13, and may indicate the former presence of a sarsen monolith outlier to the east, whose
socket has been destroyed by erosion. The evidence, however, is circumstantial and serves
to emphasize the dangers of attributing alignments to stone structures on the basis of their
present appearance, even after excavation.

The central setting belongs to that class of structures referred to as ‘coves’ and will be
discussed in a subsequent section of this report. Finds were few and confined to a series of 42
flakes of which 509, were recorded from stone-hole 191. The latter also produced sherds of
Grooved Ware.
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Large numbers of sarsen flakes were recorded from pits and stone-holes of Phase IT and
these have been summarized in Tables XVII and XVIII. The details of the features are as

follows:

13 (fig. 14). A pit 55 cm. in diameter and 7 cm. deep containing fresh flakes of sarsen.

39 (fig. 17). An oval pit with a maximum diameter of 87 cm. and 20 cm. deep. A scattering of sarsen
flakes was recorded from its surface.

173 (fig. 17; pl. XIV4). An oval pit with diameters of 1.10 m. and 92 cm. and 19 cm. deep. It
contained numerous fresh sarsen flakes.

175 (fig. 17; pls. XVIa and 4). A pit 89 cm. in diameter and 27 cm. deep which contained numerous
fresh sarsen flakes.

176 (fig. 17; pl. XVIIa). An oval pit with diameters of 63 and 44 cm. and 7 cm. deep. Sarsen chippings
were found in the filling.

177 (fig. 17; pl. XVIIb). A stone-hole with dimensions of 8 x 1.15 cm. and 18 cm. deep. A thick
scattering of sarsen flakes was found in the top of the hole.

178 (fig. 17; pls. XVIIIa and b). A stone-hole with dimensions of 1.55 X 60 cm. and 26 cm. deep.
Beneath a layer of fresh sarsen flakes was the butt of a monolith iz situ, 89 cm. long, 20 cm. broad and
20 cm. deep which was wedged around at its base with small chalk rubble. The top of the butt was
faceted and scarred from the breaking up of the sarsen.

179 (fig. 17). A stone-hole with dimensions of 70 and 28 cm. and 11 cm. deep. The filling contained
a few sarsen chippings.

181 (fig. 17). A stone-hole with dimensions of 1.20 X 37 cm. and depth of only 6 cm. The filling
contained a few sarsen chippings.

182 (fig. 17). An irregular rectangular pit 1.47 m. X 43 cm. and 32 cm. deep. The pit is not closely
dateable.

183 (fig. 17). A pit with a roughly rectangular plan 1.29 X 1.07 m. and 85 cm. deep. This feature is
not closely dateable.

184 (fig. 17). A stone-hole with dimensions of 1.40 m. X 70 cm. and 24 cm. deep.

190 (fig. 17). A stone-hole with dimensions of 1.07 m. X 78 cm. and 5 cm. deep. The filling con-
tained a number of sarsen chips.

191 (fig. 17). A stone-hole with dimensions of 1.82 x 1.25 m. and 30 cm. deep. The filling produced
fresh flakes of sarsen and sherds of Grooved Ware.

The date of the destruction of the stone setting (and the large quantities of fresh sarsen
flakes in the tops of the stone-holes indicate that destruction was deliberate) is hinted at by
the presence of over 45 lb. of sarsen flakes from the later silts of the ditch in contexts which
are likely to belong to the late first century B.c. It seems likely that the destruction occurred
at this time, when the Iron Age settlement described below was founded, and when a hut
was sited partially within the confines of the then silted ditch.

The Later Settlement
(figs. 18, 19)
The Iron Age aspects of the later settlement are represented by a gully (188) on average
50 cm. wide and 10 cm. deep (fig. 19), surrounding rather more than one-half of a circular

building 11.00 m. in diameter. It seems uncertain as to whether the gully described a full
circle in which case it may have held the timber uprights for a wall, or whether it was in-
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tended to drain the structure. Associated with it (fig. 18) are two post-holes (61 and 189)
which presumably supported structural components related to the roofing arrangements.
The gully cut through post-holes 62, 101, 105, 136 of the Phase I timber structure. Five
body sherds in a hard, burnished, flint-gritted fabric is the only evidence to assign this hut
to the Iron Age. It can be related to five pits (186, 192—4, 196), together with Pit B in Seg-
ment IV of the ditch. The details of these pits are as follows (fig. 19):

MOUNT PLEASANT
SITEIV : IRON AGE

N PO ——nne=" \‘
>
’-
Lo I Len,
~ H LY
»” ? ’ -,
e Lo i ‘ \s\
i \"~ %,
i -~ : ~\ S,
Vd .’ ~, ‘\
- .,
o . N, ™,
I -~ N *
g g ™~ ™
s o’ \\ kY
5 ol \, LY
I g LS Y
0 ) %
R / \ N
’ 4 *, (Y
# S S .
4 g N\, \
4 { Y \
4 3 . .
) . S,
I} { \ \
] } ) \
[ ¢ * A
] ¢ [ \
[ / % Y
I3 1 \
I H \ )
: ' H \
oo .
i ! 1 !
. K o [} H
] ! I
] ) b}
[ H [ v
t H ' 1
] H 1 [}
! [
] A H '
N 1 H
[} 3 ]
[} \ [ ]
[} \ H H
[} \ 4 i
[y S ! )
[} \ ’
Y . 2 [
Y 1 I ]
13 v 4 1
1 \ ]
Y, ’
p 4
’

\ /
¢
\\ \ L K
“ Y /
S, ¢
S AN v 4
\ N / 4
“ AN / K
. 4 !
. N /
N, \, e 4
N, (S ’ P
'~ ’ 0
\ N P ,”
\\ \\\ -~ ’
~, - ’
\. - Sea, ‘o" 4"0’
N, e o —4 e
AT L antuii e
“‘ ’--'/
& e -~ P
Sean, e
- e
@ Post-hole Q“‘.\- _____ Shmeen”
0 5 10 15

Fi1c. 18



33

SITE IV

.
.

THE TIMBER STRUCTURE

its and post-holes

tions of Iron Age p:

te IV: sec

i

.S

19

Fic.



34 MOUNT PLEASANT, DORSET: EXCAVATIONS 1970-1971

186. A cylindrical pit with a ledge on one face, 2.60 m. wide and 1.50 m. deep, filled with alternate
layers of chalk rubble and brown humic soil. A total of 16 small body sherds in a hard, black, burnished
fabric was recorded from all layers.

192. A large cylindrical pit 1.85 m. in diameter and 2.30 m. deep, filled with layers of chalk rubble
and brown humic soil. A total of eight small body sherds of Iron Age type was recorded from all

layers.
193. A cylindrical pit 1.30 m. in diameter and 1.5 m. deep filled with small chalk rubble and brown

humic soil. One body sherd only was recorded.
194. A shallow pit 1.05 m. in diameter and 10 cm. deep filled with brown loam and small chalk

rubble.
196. A shallow pit go cm. in diameter and 13 cm. deep filled with brown loam and small chalk

rubble.

Romano-British structures are represented by a gully (187) 45 cm. wide and only 7-8 cm.
deep, which surrounded a rectangular area 12.00 m. wide from west to east and of unknown
length, with a single entrance gap 1.50 m. wide in its south-east corner. The gully was
clearly seen to cut across the ditch in Segment XI alpha but had been partially eroded along
the east flank of the enclosure. The small quantity of pottery included the everted rim of a
bowl in a hard, light-brown, sandy fabric whilst the most significant find is a coin, which if
the association is genuine, dates the gully to the fourth century A.p. In addition, a quantity
of sherds and other artifacts was recorded from superficial deposits (layers (2) and (3))
from the ditch and testifies to a presence in the late first century B.c. and early centuries A.D.

The latest structure on the site is the Saxon inhumation grave which was partially inserted
into the Site IV ditch in Segment XI (fig. 6; pl. XXXIV5). The grave-pit, 1.70 m. long,
50 cm. wide and 20 cm. deep, contained an unaccompanied female adult skeleton with its
head to the west. It was lined along its entire southern edge with large flint nodules and along
its northern edge were two sarsens and two flint nodules in a broken line. A similar inhuma-
tion containing an iron knife and buckle was recorded from the west entrance into the main
enclosure. Both graves have been described and discussed by Mr Schweiso in a separate
section(p. 181).



III. THE EARTHWORK ENCLOSURE
(figs. 3, 20-28; pls. XIXa-XXIVb)

HE earthwork enclosure is of oval plan with over-all dimensions of 370 m. from west to

east and 340 m. from north to south (fig. 20). Of the four entrances, two in the south-
east and east can be seen on the ground whilst those in the west and north were discovered
as a result of the geophysical survey. The positions of all entrances were checked by this
means and the causeway widths between the ditch terminals are west, 5.00 m.; north,
40.00 m.; east, 30.00 m. and south-east, 20.00 m. The bank has been totally destroyed
around the northern perimeter of the enclosure especially where the ground falls steeply
towards the river Frome. Indeed, at the north entrance there is a strip rather less than
25.00 m. wide between the ditch and the railway cutting (fig. 3), where the ground falls
away sharply at an incline of 1 in 4. The bank must have been built on this very steep slope
and been very unstable unless there was an effective revetment. Furthermore, it is probable
that the enclosure bank, or rather its original site, was truncated by the construction of the
railway cutting.

For reasons which have been given in the introduction to this volume, excavations were
undertaken at the west entrance in 1970 and at the north entrance in 1971. They have
therefore been described in that order. The enclosure bank has been described in a preceding
section on the pre-enclosure settlement and the following description therefore concerns
itself solely with the ditch.

The West Entrance
(figs. 21-24; pls. XIXa-XXb)

Two cuttings were laid out to investigate a large area around the west entrance (fig. 21).
Cutting I, 53.00 m. long and 4.00 m. wide, was designed to obtain a complete section across
the ditch and bank. Cutting II, 31.00 m. long with a maximum width of 19.00 m., was
designed to cover both terminals and the causeway between them. Cutting I was excavated
by hand, whilst the plough-soil was removed from Cutting II by machine. Because of the
eroded nature of the bank it was difficult to establish the original width of the berm. It
appears, however, to average 15.00 m. wide.

From the plan (fig. 21) and photographs (pls. XIXa, b) it will be apparent that the
ditch was extremely irregular and composed of a series of intersecting pits, interspersed
with unexcavated spurs and ridges of natural chalk. No one section across the ditch can
therefore be regarded as representative, although the sequence of deposits show a degree of
consistency. They fall into three main groups (e.g. fig. 22; pl. XXa): a coarse chalk rubble
at the base (layers (6) and (7)) overlain by a weathered horizon (layers (4) and (5)), which
in turn is sealed by a thick aeolian sediment (layer (3)) and a plough-wash (layer (2)). The
irregularity of the ditch can be demonstrated in detail by reference to the sections across its
width (figs. 22—4). From a width of 13.50 m. at the southern face of the excavation (Section
A), the south terminal of the ditch narrows to a slightly concave terminal nearly 8.00 m.
wide. Section B across the ditch 8.00 m. from its terminal exhibits a rather more regular
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profile 7.00 m. wide from lip to lip with a flat, sloping base 4.00 m. wide and 8.20 m. deep
from the modern ground surface. The causeway averages 5.00 m. wide and is flanked on the
north by an elongated oval pit 10.50 m. long and 3.50 m. wide (identified in this report as
the Ditch Terminal Pit). Section C across this feature (fig. 23; pls. XXa and ) showed
that it possessed a classic profile, 3.70 m. wide and 2.00 m. deep, with a flat base 2.50 m.
wide.

The north terminal was totally excavated for 17.50 cm. of its length. It is 14.50 m. wide
at its terminal and narrows to 9.20 m. at the northern edge of the excavation. It is extremely
irregular as is shown both by the plan and by Sections D and E (fig. 24). At the north end
of the excavated area the ditch consisted only of a shallow terracing 1.50 m. deep and was
clearly never finished at this point. An unexcavated ramp of chalk also occurs at its south
terminal and the floor and sides of the ditch are scarred with such ridges and pits. In Section
D, midway along the excavated area, the profile is at its most regular, being 14.00 m. wide
and 2.70 m. deep with a relatively flat base and steeply sloping sides.

The detailed stratigraphy of the ditch deposits is as follows:

Primary Fill. Coarse angular chalk rubble underlain on occasion by a fine dirty silt (e.g.
Sections G and D, layer (8)) which represents the very earliest silting. Two antler picks were
selected for radiocarbon dating. They were obtained from the floor of the ditch on either
side of the entrance causeway (pl. XX4). The antler from the south terminal provided a
determination of 1784 + 41 bc (BM-645) and that from the north terminal 1778 4 59
bc (BM-646).

Buried Soil. A dark-brown chalky loam with a well-developed crumb structure and occa-
sional bands of coarse chalk rubble (layers (4) and (5)).

Aeolian Material. A thick deposit of pale-brown very compact stone-free loam with occa-
sional bands of chalk rubble (layer (3)). In the south terminal and ditch terminal pit
Beaker sherds associated with a spread of charcoal were found at the base of this deposit. A
sample of this charcoal from the ditch terminal pit provided a radiocarbon determination of
1460 + 131 bc (BM-664). In Cutting II a darker horizon was visible within this deposit
and may represent a period of stability when a soil was formed.

Plough-wash. A pale-brown chalky loam with numerous chalk lumps which increase to-
wards its base (layer (2)). Within this deposit a number of finer divisions were recognized
which are more appropriately described by Dr. Evans in Part III of this report. On the upper
edges of the weathering cone of the ditch were a series of criss-cross plough-marks, which were
related to similar plough-marks at the base of the plough-soil. Sherds of Romano-British
pottery were recorded from this level and the formation of the plough-wash presumably
dates from this time.

Modern Plough-soil. Pale grey loam with a few chalk pellets.

The deposits in the southern ditch terminal above the primary chalk rubble were sampled
by Dr. Evans and the results have been described by him in Part III of this report. A total of
37 samples was taken from Sections A and B and analysed for land mollusca. In brief, the
fauna from the buried soil horizon indicates a shaded environment with a high relative
humidity which Dr. Evans argues appertained over the whole site. At this period it seems
unlikely that the hill was subjected to either cultivation or grazing stock.

Near the surface of the deposit the fauna indicates some clearance and a decrease in wood-
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land — a process which can be related to ditch sediments at the north entrance, where it is
dated by radiocarbon to 1509 + 53 bc (BM-789) and 1669 4 55 bc (BM-790) and associ-
ated with Beaker sherds and Collared Vessels. The major clearance episode, however, is
represented by a deposit of chalk scree sealing the weathered horizon and related to BM-664
(1460 4 131 bc). Dr. Evans comments on the virtual total eclipse of woodland species and
the domination of the fauna by a species which generally favours extremely dry habitats
and a broken ground surface. The reasons for this are certainly anthropogenic and possibly
due to ploughing. This clearance phase is followed by the aeolian deposit with an open
country fauna separated into an upper and lower zone by a soil horizon. The plough-wash
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deposit is evident on account of its character and the presence of plough-marks but is con-
firmed by faunal changes typical of prehistoric and Roman cultivation horizons.

The most notable find from the north terminal of the ditch was a flanged bronze axe
(fig. 24, Section D) which was recorded 10 cm. above the floor of the ditch and 1.80 m.
from its east edge on the surface of a lens of chalk scree (layer (10)). Clearly it is important
to establish the time which elapsed between the digging of this part of the ditch around
1800 bc and when the axe was deposited in its silting sequence.

Layer (10) is a component of a series of chalk and clay spills from the east edge of the
ditch which at this point was dug through a large solution hole. These deposits (layers (4),
(9), (10), (11) and (12)) clearly equate with layers (4), (5), (6) and (8) from the west face
of the ditch, of which (6) and (8) are primary rubble. Layers (4) and (5), and possibly (g),
represent the buried soil described above, which at the north entrance is associated with
Beakers and Collared Vessels and is related to radiocarbon dates of 1509 + 53 bc (BM-789)
and 1669 + 55 bc (BM-790). The axe occurs in the silting sequence at a point before the
formation of this soil and after the digging of the ditch sometime around 1800 bc. The
potential range for deposition is therefore between 1800 and 1500 bc in general terms, with
the strong probability that it occurred in the century prior to 1500 bc.

Although 1570 flint artifacts were recorded from the deposits of the west entrance as a
whole, very few were obtained from the primary rubble. These include flakes, cores, scrapers
and one transverse arrowhead. A second transverse arrowhead was obtained from the buried
soil but the bulk of the artifacts were recorded from the plough-wash and superficial deposits.
The most notable stone artifact is an axe-roughout or chopper made from a chert nodule
which was recorded in the buried soil. A single phallus and ball of chalk were recorded in
close association from the floor of the ditch to the south of the causeway. Twelve antler
picks were recorded, six from the floor of the ditch and six from the primary rubble. Some
110 fragments of animal bones were recorded from primary contexts in the ditch. The
minimum numbers of individuals represented are pig (5), bos (2), sheep (1), horse (1), dog
(1) and red deer (1). A little plain Neolithic bowl pottery was recorded in primary contexts
and Grooved Ware from the secondary silts. From a hearth in the aeolian material in the
ditch terminal pit came sherds of a Northern/Middle Rhine Beaker.

Two shallow parallel gullies were recorded to the north of the southern bank terminal
aligned in a north—south direction (fig. 5). No finds were recorded and their date <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>