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Out in the garden little groups of missionaries walked together and talked.
From a room nearby came the sound of a hymn. It was peaceful and
beautiful everywhere, and the gold of sunset filled the air, and made the
garden a glory land of radiant wonderful colour. But for one woman at least
the world turned black. Only the thought of the children nerved her to go on.

Lotus Buds, 291.






For Aly

On 01 March 1970, God arranged that the main path of my

life would cross the path of the one who agreed to be my wife.
Walking together, Jesus, our Lord himself, drew near and
walked with us, and he gave each to the other. In you I found the
crowning gift, a woman with a mind and soul that answered my
own and together we started along the way that leads to life.
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Oh, lift our soul to higher things,
And lift our thought to Thy desire;
Give us the faith, that mounts on wings,
Give us the love that burns like fire,
The love that leads to Calvary,

Not less than this, we ask of Thee.

Gold Cord, 284.

Yes, God’s Glory is our plea, highest, strongest, most
impelling and enduring of all pleas. But oh, by the thought
of all the myriads who are passing, by the thought of the
Coming of the Lord, by the infinite realities of life and
death, heaven and hell, by our Saviour’s cross and Passion,
we plead with all those who love Him, but who have not
considered these things yet, consider them now!
Things As They Are, 303.

For I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to
give drink to My chosen people.
Isaiah 43:20 (RSV).
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Glossary

Accil
Amma
Annichie

Ayer

Bandy
Compound
Dai

Puja
Purdah
Sittie

Sonthum/sontha

Tungachie

Zenana

. Note

Older sister

Mother; refers to Amy as the ‘Mother’ of the Dohnavur family

Older brother. The name given to men workers at Dohnavur

Teacher, both Indian and foreign. Or: Protector. In this book this name refers to
Thomas Walker of Tinnevelly

A bullock cart on two wheels

An enclosure in which are houses and gardens

Midwife

Hindu religious practice

Curtain, practice of female seclusion

Mother’s younger sister or aunts who are younger than the person’s mother. Also
the title for all non-Indian women workers. The word indicates much affection
Own

Younger sister

Inside women’s quarter

* The spelling of Indian towns and cities mentioned in the text are those found in the sources. A

modern equivalent is given in parentheses after the first mention.

* Verses of poetry not in inverted commas, are from Amy Carmichael’s own writings, unless otherwise

stated.

* The reader should bear in mind that in this book I deal with persons, situations and practices in the
India of the first half of the 20th century.

* Different editions of some books written by Amy have been used; pages mentioned in the footnotes

of this book, therefore, may differ.
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Foreword

Sura Carunia
President

Dohnavur Fellowship
India

Dr Jacky Woolcock
Dohnavur Fellowship Corporation
Served in Dohnavur 1969-1987

I met Dr Kommers in the Dohnavur UK office in 2015, being offered to read the first complete draft of this
book for accuracy of factual content. Before the meeting I was a little sceptical. The fact that there are already
so many biographies about Amy Carmichael made me wonder what more another book could say about her.
So I 'asked Dr Kommers, ‘From what angle are you going tackle the subject?’ ‘From the factors that made her
what she became’ was his answer. This aspect sheds new light on Amy and enables us to understand her
better.

I read this book enthralled by the detailed and exhaustive research that had gone into the writing. Dr
Kommers has used so many sources outside of Amy’s own writing that he gives a very rounded picture of her.
There is much here for everyone. For those who, like myself, never met Amy, but have been inspired by her
life and writings, there are new insights. There is the tremendous challenge of her spirituality and her high
standards of Christian living. Both Christians and non-Christians can learn from her manner of life and be
inspired. This really is the definitive biography of a most remarkable missionary and a very challenging read.

Her children, who now have the charge of the work Amy began, are so happy to have this new
source of information. The current president, Sura Carunia, who came to Amy in 1940, says, ‘As one
who had never met her, Dr Kommers writes with an amazing depth of understanding of the personality,
character and spirituality of “Amma”. She held nothing back from her Lord and Saviour, desiring always
to FOLLOW Him and to live ‘the crucified life’ with, as she put it, my spirit tender of the glory of God™

He brings her to life in a way that will touch the hearts of all of us, her children, many of whom
remember her as the very loving, special person she was. We would hope that all who read this book
would be challenged and motivated to live for the glory of God with a renewed commitment.

2. "Where Thou Hast Trod’, Mountain Breezes, 220.
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Disciples of Christ follow him, the Lamb of God, wherever he goes. They don’t imitate him, it is just the
opposite; to follow the Lamb is to deny oneself, to give away one’s own wants and wishes and like a grain
of wheat fall into the earth and die. This is the way to bear much fruit for the glory and honour of God.

Looking at this magnificent image of Amy (Figure 2) convinces us that it shows exactly as it appears
at first sight: an image with great persuasive power. It brings the modern viewer to feel so close not just
to the history this picture presents, but to Amy herself. This image reminds me of the paintings of the
subtle 17th century Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer; it captures a small corner of the visible world in its
totality. The serene peace and joy provide a reflection of the fascination it holds for the viewer, avoiding
everything that can disturb the inner equilibrium - a picture of poignant and pregnant stillness. The
face in this picture is a text, often difficult to read or to explain. A text from which the past speaks; a life
lived and a life being lived, for it shows the future in the expectation of a full life and it shows the present
too, that is, the one of the picture.

This picture is a dual text: the person we meet in the picture, what it shows us, also in her face and
in what she wrote. What do we see? Which spirit do we encounter seeing her in the face? A very self-
effacing woman, who almost never allowed her photograph to be taken. Pictures of her are rare, and we
are glad to have some. The question now arises: What kind of image do they evoke? Which spirit does

Source: © Dohnavur Fellowship. Permission to reproduce was obtained from Jeremiah Rajanesan. Photographer unknown.

FIGURE 2: Amy with Lola and Leela.
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that face reflect? Is this what she looks like according to what she wrote? Can we discover something
from that face? A missionary, asked to give her impression after having seen this picture for the first
time, said: ‘I see genuine love’.

A face that tells us that her life is hidden with Christ in God (Col 3:3), that she does not yet appear
what she shall be (1 Jn 3:2). It is a face telling us that she rested in the presence of a gracious God. The
appearance expresses which kind of spiritual child someone is. Out of the abundance of the heart, the
mouth speaks and the eye looks compassionate. She has something special. The Lord had imprinted on
her a character of such a great majesty, holding unto the vision and the voice, convinced it was given her
from above. A mere look at the picture gives me the feeling that she was spiritually different from the
common run of people one meets. I see in her a person of rare spiritual qualities increasing my interest
the more I know of her. She personified an inner beauty, which is from the transcendental world. She
embodied the nobility and the beauty of a soul in full love and rest in God. By her strength of mind, she
possessed an inner power, which outweighed all the evil she discovered and difficulties she faced in the
running of the Dohnavur Fellowship. She lived with such an intensity in which she unreservedly gave
herself and was open for what the Lord gave her to do.

The longer I studied her life and work, the more I had to look her in the face. Her eyes look at the
children from a gently expressive face, and her whole gesture tells us that with her thoughts she dwells
at the bosom of the Saviour and with the children she cared for. Looking at her picture I see what is so
rarely seen: a saved person, a servant of the Lord looking like him. The closer this person grows to the
resemblance of God, the more the image of God lightens her face, a servant of God looking on to God.
We look at her face from that perspective. We see a Christian who trusts. Behind this old picture,
hidden behind our own horizon, is an experience we have lost, an experience of striking holiness, a
revelation of a deeper spirit showing. She kept in perfect peace of mind looking at him to guide her
dreams. There is a radiance and glow about her that cannot be captured in any picture. We honour the
Holy Spirit when we ‘see’ the invisible in the visible. He creates the inner shine of the Christian and
reveals the inside. In the words of the Psalm: ‘Look towards Him and shine with joy' (Ps 34:5 in the
NEB). This is what Paul meant when he wrote: ‘Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you?’ (1 Cor 6:19). This is what other people see. Moses did not know ‘that the skin of his
face shone because he had been talking with God’ (Ex 34:29), but Aaron and the others did. The echo of
this shining Moses (2 Cor 3) is:

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into His likeness from one
degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (v. 18)

The glory of Christ is interconnected with the words in the books Amy Carmichael wrote. They meant only
to tell about his gracious deeds in her life in the Dohnavur Fellowship. The few photos we have from her tell
us a lot. This picture (Figure 2) expresses the human face and, as author, I am dealing with her texts, as one
who knows his limits. Amy has already been transferred to higher Glory and from what we see, hear and read,
we return to what we see in Dohnavur and read now. Called to a God-given order and with no rest of mind
until she could lay the task in other caring hands, and having passed away, far from family and other fellow
missionaries, her legacy is still cared for by faithful Indian friends and children.

Biography and missionary endeavours - in which way are they to be connected? As we look at some
old prints, as we read about lives being lived in respectable mission houses, top-hat men and exceedingly
prim ladies, neat local clerics in the background, and read of their work in offices, hospitals and villages,
all this feels millenniums remote from our world and our ways of living in the 21st century. It is all
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history now, but ‘history is not that of an outward incident, but of a spiritual situation’’> Amy herself
ever had this question in what way biography and missionary endeavours are connected, but, in her
own words, ‘we leave the pictures with their disguising exteriors, looking in, we understand each
other’.* What happened in the first half of the 20th century in south India to bring the children home is
not to be experienced in the one moment we look at a picture, but in the particular details of the very
place. Written words are like a picture, an instantaneous exposure. We will leave the exterior and look
into the matter, to come to an understanding of what happened in Dohnavur, this vibrant place with
hundreds of children’s voices, and at the same time the place of the working stillness. I would like to
invite you to join me in the disclosure of the intention of the duologue of the photograph and the texts
and in finding a distinctive personality, Amy Carmichael, in the many-coloured tissues of her life.

3. In Windows, quotation added to Amy’s dedication to ‘The Friends of the Dohnavur Fellowship’.

4. Ragland, Spiritual Pioneer, 28.
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Women in mission work:

Strategic to God’s vision for
the world

B impression 1

The audience of the mission meeting of the 1895 Keswick Convention saw on the platform three
outgoing women missionaries presenting themselves to the public. Two of these three were sisters. Each
gave a short address and when it was the turn for the last one, she unfolded a scroll on which she had
written in huge letters: ‘Nothing too precious for Jesus!” Her words were deeply impressive. She was the
elder of the two sisters. The younger sister, Eva, would go to South Africa, and she was booked for India.
We are talking about Amy Beatrice Carmichael,” who had determined in her heart to learn what it means
to have ‘faith in God’. God, who is the Lord of the universe had created her and would take care of her.
Her God is also the God of the sparrows, and he cares for them. Is she not more than the sparrows? She
would go in Jesus’s steps, but it was his way, a way leading — no escape here - to the Cross. ‘He that spared
not His own Son’ (Rm 8:32) forever satisfied her that God loves the lost. She had heard the cry of the
millions across the sea, and they became her personal responsibility. Obstacles on the path? Mountains of
them. She was led to climb by him, who went in front. She climbed, and saw the fruit of ‘thy will shall be
done’ and was allowed to see the change in the lives of thousands of children in south India in missionary
work that covered the first half of the 20th century. Here we are in touch with one of the most significant
role models (from a human perspective) in the history of the modern era missionary movement.

B impression 2

On a chilly Sunday morning in December 2012, I got a warm welcome from the pastor and the members of
the Welcome Evangelical Church, Cambrai Street, in Belfast. This was the place where in 1887 Amy

5. Hereafter referred to as Amy Carmichael, Amy or Amma.
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Carmichael gathered the mill girls on Sundays for Bible class, and during the week for singing, sewing work
and other social activities. It overwhelmed me being in the same place where for so many living in destitution,
hope is offered and where lives had been transformed by the love of Christ. The songs we sang in that service
were all in Amy's spirit: Leaning on the everlasting arms and Nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing, nothing is too
difficult for Thee. Again and again, like Amy had done in the dedication service of the newly opened hall in
1887, I also read the words of Colossians 1:18 written above the platform: ‘“That in all things he might have
the preeminence.’

Amy’s wish that those words would be fulfilled had become true in her life. ‘God has been and still is
faithful,’ I thought while I walked back after the church service to the Maranatha Guesthouse where I
would stay for some days. Helpful church members had offered me a lift, but I had insisted on walking.
[ had in mind to go the route she always walked up and down from College Gardens in south Belfast to
the Shankill area in the north of the city. It took me at least one hour.

‘God is faithful.” This was confirmed by God himself, showing on my left a rainbow, the sign of the
Covenant. After passing Ulster Hall I saw the fountain at the kerbside, the silent witness of the dramatic
change in Amy’s life. It was there that Amy’s life’s values completely changed. As I walked on, I saw the
impressive buildings of Queen’s University. The front door was open and after I looked around, the
bookshop invited me to come in. One title caught my attention: Great Irish Lives. Scanning the index, I
did not see the name of Amy Carmichael. ‘Do we live in a time in which the secular world does not
recognise what Christians have brought about and how some of them changed age-old values?” I
thought. The bookshop is near to the place where once one of Ireland’s greatest women lived! Continuing
my walk I soon turned right having reached College Gardens, where the houses on one side overlooked
a spacious park in Amy’s days. I imagined seeing a 20-year-old young woman walking to and fro from,
at that time, a well-to-do area in the dark streets on the other side of the town, compelled by love for the
needy and the lost, to help those who had no helper and who lived there in evil and poverty. Here Amy
had learned the major lesson of her life, giving her the foundation for her work in Japan and India, that
in all things our gracious Lord, Christ Jesus might have the pre-eminence.

What experience it is for someone to be in a church where it all began 125 years ago? To see her busy
in your mind, telling mill girls the saving Gospel words and afterwards in India rescuing many girls and
boys from a life of shame and destruction to lead them into the saving arms of Jesus Christ. Really, the
boundless and unsearchable riches of the saving and sanctifying grace of God in the Lord Jesus Christ
reached from that place to a remote village somewhere in the plains of south India. This overwhelmed
me in Belfast that Sunday morning in the Welcome Evangelical Church.

B impression 3

The hot south Indian sun forced us to look for a shady place at the airport of Tuticorin. My wife and
[ were on our way back to Europe. Sitting in the shade, waiting for the plane to Chennai (Madras), my
mind was still wandering with the women and children in Dohnavur. We had left them in the
morning, prayed off by many of our new friends, and there in Tuticorin I already felt the awe I had to
leave them. When the plane took us up into the sky, I felt I had left behind some precious people,
because for me the stay there meant I had to redefine myself. Dohnavur in south India had changed
my life’s values.

Dohnavur: the place throbbed with history and life. My wife and I arrived on 08 November 2013, one
day before the commemoration of the day that Amy Carmichael arrived in India in 1895. Our first
introduction to India, the endless crowds, cars, motorbikes jostling their way through the streets of Chennai.
After a few days, we boarded the plane to Tuticorin, where a kind taxi driver was waiting for us and took us
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to Dohnavur. I had longed to see the place where everything had taken place and meet the people, especially
the elderly ones who had known Amy personally. The great love of the Dohnavur people overwhelmed us,
and left us with so many impressions. Really, this is a sanctuary in the wilderness built by vision and prayer.
‘We looked over the same plains Amy had looked at, and walked through the villages around Dohnavur, and
remembered the agony she had had in her heart that so many were living, ‘hidden away in little shut-up
rooms in little shut-up towns, and of the need of those Christ-less hearts’. In her day, those villages, temples
and castes, were all ‘Hindu to the core’.®

Many days [ sat silently working in the room where Amy lived, worked and died. Everything in the
room reminded me of her who until today has a word for us. Her thoughts do not remain within the
walls of this room and the wall surrounding the Dohnavur compound. In Amy’s life story is a sense of
quietness in the heart and a sense of a heart in communion with God.

To be honest, everything nowadays in Dohnavur talks of bygone days, except the computer in the
office, the mobile phones of many women and the sun collectors to get hot water. Buildings over 100 years
old still function and the guesthouses are provided with water by means of buckets for washing. Here
history lives, and that more than 60 years after Amy’s death. Whomsoever you speak with, everybody talks
with tender love about Amma, as she is called, and everything that is done on Sunday and during the week
is done in the way Amma would have done it. In answer to questions as to why things are done here in a
certain way, you will hear every time, ‘because Amma wanted it so’. In Dohnavur she is still ‘around’.

I came to Dohnavur with the intention to get more inside information. The room where Amy
stayed is still full of bookcases with the many books she read and from which she drew many ideas for
her writing. One of the women here who had known her told me, ‘Amma was a ferocious reader’.

I was astonished by the many books she had: from Bible studies, history, archaeology, mystics,
sermons, mountaineering, flowers and dogs to bird watching. In many of them, her name is inside. She
used to make remarks in the margin, which gave me a lot of information. The time I went through many
of her books, I felt like Alice in Wonderland. Being involved in life at the Fellowship for three weeks
had the lovely feeling of the meeting of Christ’s body, the instant sense of at-homeness awaiting all the
guests. Several times, I sat for a few moments in the upper room in the Prayer Tower, the place Amy
liked to sit to be quite alone with God. From here she saw the whole compound and prayed the Lord
would stretch his wings over them all.” Now nearly 100 years later, the Lord still possesses and guards
his little Dohnavur flock.

The three weeks at Dohnavur and some time in the holiday house at the sea, Joppa’, of the Dohnavur
Fellowship (DF) at Kanyakumari (Cape Comorin) were a precious gift from God and definitely marked
our lives. Now at home - ‘at the time of the lighting of the lamps’ - we still see in our minds the
Fellowship members kneeling and we hear Dohnavur’s evening prayer:

Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord; and by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of Thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.?

And in our ears we every time hear the lovely song Aathumae en muzhu ullame by which we were
surprised every Sunday morning at early dawn, sung from the tower of the church in the village. It is all
about the soul praising God for his beautiful creation and all good things of life.

8. Cf. Gold Cord, 279.
7.See Meal in a Barrel, 35.

8. See From the Forest, 122.
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Still, the forces of prayer are lost there for so many women and children living in danger in India. Is
Dohnavur evening’s prayer God’s provision to unlock new powers on their behalf? He or she who reads
this book has the answer.

O Crossing the frontiers

In every generation, there is a fresh need for a faithful exposition of God’s work in mission to the
contemporary culture and people on this earth. One cannot write about mission history without
touching on the lives of those who obeyed the call and carried out the message. The biography of
Amy Carmichael is the history of a mission period, but it is also the chronicle of a small south Indian
town in the plains. Through her, and her fellow workers, the music of the name of Jesus reached
those far off in the hills and valleys in south India and penetrated deep into the old Devadasi system
of the Hindu religion.

To do justice to my subject, this book is written in sympathy with her whose life and thoughts I
write about. I am fully aware of the temptation to highlight the bright side and hesitate when aspects
that are more critical have to be described. However, I can now already say that the second part of the
previous sentence will be very difficult to fulfil when you write about Amy Carmichael. However, I
agree with Sharrock’s argument that, ‘a picture without shade, like a harmony without discord’, is not
only untrue, but is also ‘weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable’.’ Nevertheless, it remains an adventure to
write about someone who was so full of love for God and the people of India, so skilful in writing and
who could put down deep thoughts on paper. I tell her story more or less chronologically, touching
also on the lives of the men and the women: family, colleagues, pastors, missionaries and, not least,
the Indian children who crossed her path. I think this is the best way to bring her life and work into
a clear focus, for it is only by chronological narrative that one avoids the temptation of seeing the past
through the obsessions of the present. Mission history does not change as opinions on mission do.
Writing afresh about Amy’s life and mission work is necessary for each new generation. For our self-
centred 21st century generation it will be a blessing to put forward the shining example of Amy
Carmichael who came into the world and lived a portrait of sacrifice.

Amy’s native grandeur of deed and character asks for no pretence. Her vocation called her to live a
holy life along the dusty levels of commonplace ways. I follow her from Millisle to Dohnavur and write
what I have seen, read and heard. I listened to those who have known her, which is all fragmentary, for
the spiritual, her innermost, remains secret. Only God knew her inner life, where she really was with
him, and from there the springs rose, which fed the river of her life. God’s dealings with his servants do
not require our opinion. What Amy wrote about Thomas Walker refers also to herself:

Is it not true that in this clamorous world, in the midst of weariness and strife, there are some who are glad to
turn sometimes in byways of quietness, glad to meet in those private ways men from whom it may be they must
differ in public, glad to 